

Summer Meals Decision Tree

Application Deadlines
SFSP – April 21 for USDA commodities; June 2 final deadline
SSO – June 15
NSLP for Academic Summer School – June 15  


Are you operating Academic Summer School (enrolled students attend to advance to the next grade or receive credit)?  


No


Yes


Is your meal site over 50% free/reduced eligible by school or census tract data? Or are you a CEP school? Or did the site qualify for SFSP without waivers anytime between 2020 - 2023?


Is your meal site over 50% free/reduced eligible by school or census tract data? Or are you a CEP school? Or did the site qualify without waivers anytime between 2020 -2023?


Yes


Operate an open SFSP site or contact DOE Child Nutrition for information on SSO


No


Yes - operate an open SFSP site or a closed enrolled program if eligible. Ask DOE staff about SSO. 


Are any schools in your district 50% or more free and reduced?


Yes


Contact Child Nutrition at Maine Department of Education to see if the site can operate SFSP/SSO 


No


You can operate NSLP for Academic Summer School

Contact DOE staff with intent to operate 



No - Contact DOE Child Nutrition to assess eligibility for other closed site options
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